were careful not to imitate Christians or
other infidel rituals for their worship, they
adopted this form merely for its simplicity.
In my opinion, it was the form of hands
at the time of Dua that first inspired the
idea of the mihrab.

the space imme-
diately in front of the mihrab, there is a
dome which is now in a very dilapidated
condition. In the sahn, there is a domed
structure which is a cistern for ablutions.
This small edifice, along with the pulpit,
the smaller minaret, the beautiful lattice
windows, the four stucco mihrabs in the
sahn and the upper part of the main
minaret, are later additions by Sultan
Lajin in 1296 A.D. Another remarkable
feature of this mosque is the ornamental
wooden frieze just below the roof. It is
carved in Kufic script that closely re-
sembles the old Syriac characters. Origi-
nally this frieze measured nearly a mile
and a half in length and each letter was
about eight inches in height. To-day this
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